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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



--------------X 



KHIN MAUNG THAN, 



Plaintiff, 



RADIO FREE ASIA, 

Defendant . 



Case No. 1:05-CV-01042 
(RMU) 



Washington, D.C. 

Thursday, October 26, 2006 

Deposition of YAMIN NYEIN, called for 
examination by counsel for Defendant, pursuant to 
notice, at the Law Offices of Hogan & Hartson, 555 
13th Street, N.W., 9 West, Washington, D.C, 
commensing at 10:35 a.m., before Barbara A. Huber, 
Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia, 
when were present on behalf of the respective 
parties : 



Alderson Reporting Company 
1-800-FOR-DEPO 



Case 1:05-cv-01042-RMU 

Yamin Nyein 
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APPEARANCES: 
On behalf of Plaintiff: 

DAVID E. KOUBA, ESQUIRE 

JOSH GLASSER, ESQUIRE 

Arnold & Porter, LLP 

555 Twelfth Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20004-1206 

(202) 942-5626 

david_kouba@aporter.com 
On behalf of Defendant: 

GIL A. ABRAMSON, ESQUIRE 

OLABISI LADEJl OKUBADEJO, ESQUIRE 

Hogan & Hanson 

1 1 1 South Calvert Street 

Suite 1600 

Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

(410) 659-2700 

gaabramsoncghhlaw.com 

Also Present: 



CONTENTS 



2 EXAMINATION BY: 



Coxmsel for Defendant 



1 PROCEEDINGS 

2 Whereupon, 

3 YAMIN NYEIN, 

4 was called as a witness by counsel for Defendant, 

5 and having been duly sworn, by the Notary Public, 

6 was examined and testified as follows: 

7 EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANT 

8 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 

9 Q State your fiill name. 

10 A Yamin Nyein. 

11 Q So you need to speak up a little bit - 

12 A Yamin Nyein. 

13 Q - because the reporter here - 

14 A Yeah. 

15 Q — is going to take down every word 

16 that's said - 

17 A Okay. 

18 Q -here. So if you speak clearly and 

1 9 loudly, we all can hear it. Tm going to be 

20 asking you some questions. 

21 A Sure. 

22 Q Give me your answers. 



1 A m-huh. 

2 Q If you don't understand a question, just 

3 tell me ~ 

4 A Okay. 

5 Q - and I'll try to clarify it. If you 

6 don't say anything, I'm going to assume that you 

7 understand the question. Fair enough? 

8 A (Nodding). 

9 Q That's the next thing. You can't say - 

1 you can't do this. 

11 A Yes. 
Q You have to answer with the words ~ 
A Okay. 
Q — so the reporter can get it down, 

"yes" or "no." 

A Okay. 

Q Are you taking any medications today? 

A No. 

Q Nothing that will interfere with your 
memoiy or your ability to testify truthfiilly? 

A Not that I'm aware of 

Q All right. What's your current address? 
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1 


A 1108 Waterford Place, Hemdon, Virginia 


1 


A Yes. 


2 


20170. 


2 


Q What bills does he pay? 


3 


Q How long have you lived there? 


3 


A Cars, other bills, electricity, 


4 


A A little bit over a year. 


4 


something like that. 


5 


Q And who do you live there with? 


5 


Q Regularly? 


6 


A Maung Maung. 


6 


A Yes. 


7 


Q Do you own it or rent it? 


7 


Q How much is the electric bill every 


8 


A I own it. 


8 


month? 


9 


Q Just you? 


9 


A Maybe one hundred. 


10 


A He cosigned it. 


10 


Q And the cars? 


11 


Q So you both own it? 


11 


Did you say car? 


12 


A Hejustcosignit. Okay. 


12 


A Yes. Car payment, everything, maybe 


13 


Q He cosigned what, the mortgage, or the 


13 


like 800. 


14 


deed? 


14 


Q A month? 


15 


A Mortgage. 


15 


A Yes. 


16 


Q All right. Are you both paying the 


16 


Q So before you came to this deposition. 


17 


mortgage? 


17 


did you talk with anybody about this deposition 


18 


A I'm paying it. 


18 


today? 


19 


Q Just you? 


19 


A No. 


20 


A Yes. 


20 


Q You didn't talk to Maung Maung? 


21 


Q So you must be the owner then? 


21 


A Of course Maung Maung told me that we 


22 


A Well, he's in the deed, also. He pays 


22 


go, we go to deposition. That's it. 
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1 


some bills. 


1 


Q That's it? 


2 


Q Is Maung Maung on the deed ~ 


2 


A Uh-huh. 


3 


A Yes. 


3 


Q He didn't tell you what it would be 


4 


Q - of the property? 


4 


about? 


5 


A Uh-huh. 


5 


A He did not. 


6 


Q Okay. So you both own it? 


6 


Q Did somebody else? 


7 


A Yes. 


7 


A Of course his attorney. 


8 


Q You pay the mortgage? 


8 


Q You met with his lawyers? 


9 


A Uh-huh. 


9 


A Yes. Just before I came here. 


10 


Q How much are your mortgage payments? 


10 


Q Okay. Are they your lawyers, or are 


11 


A 2,600. 


11 


they just his lawyers? 


12 


Q All right. Did you make a down payment 


12 


A His lawyers. 


13 


when you bought - is this a house? 


13 


Q Okay. So what was your conversation 


14 


A Yes. 


14 


with his lawyers? 


15 


Q Okay. 


15 


A Well, he say - he explain it to me what 


16 


A Townhome. 


16 


is a deposition, because I never been here in this 


17 


Q Did you make a down payment? 


17 


kind of situation. That's it. 


18 


A No. 


18 


Q Thaf s it? They didn't tell you 


19 


Q Did Maung Maung contribute anything to 


19 


anything about Maung Maung's case or claims? 


20 


the purchase of the house? 


20 


A No, actually. I don't know anything. 


21 


A No. 


21 


Q All right. Has Maung Maung told you 


22 


Q And you said he pays some bills? 


22 


about his case against the RFA? 
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A Not in details. 

Q Well, how about in whatever details - 

A He said that - 

Q - he did tell you? 

A - well, he said that he - he - 1 know 
what - 1 mean, you know, that he sue against RFA, 
but he did not go into details. 

Q Well, did he tell you why he sued RFA? 

A Yes. 

Q What did he tell you? 

A He said it's very unfair that Soe 

12 Thinn's been hiring friends and family only, even 

1 3 though he got a, you know, good - he could pass 

14 the test and he has more experience than others. 

1 5 Q Did he tell you anything else? 

16 A Ofcourse that's it. 

1 7 Q Did he tell you what other people he had 

18 more experience than? 

19 A Yes. There was a one woman who has no 

20 experience. You know, he hire her. Her name is 

21 Kyi Kyi Then. 

22 Q Which is spelled K-Y-I,K-Y-I? 



1 A Uh-huh. 

2 Q All right. Anybody else? 

3 A I don't remember. I don't recall. 

4 Q Did he tell you how he knew that he had 

5 more experience than Kyi Kyi Then? 

6 A No. 

7 Q What kind of experience did he have more 

8 ofthan Kyi Kyi Then? 

9 A He was working in that kind of things 

10 when he was in Burma, when he was — while he wa 

11 in school or something. But here, he's been 

1 2 working as a part-time for RFA before thev hired 

13 Kyi Kyi Then. 

1 4 Q What kind of thing did he work in, in 

15 Burma? 

16 A I do not know. I did not met- 1 just 

1 7 met in the United ~ met him in the United States. 

18 Q Okay. But he told you he was working, 

1 9 you said, in that kind of thing in Burma, 

20 A Just as I - 

21 Q So I'm just trying to — 

22 A No,he- 



1 Q What did he tell you about what he did 

2 in Bimna? 

3 A He did not tell. That's what I ~ 

4 that's what I think. 

5 Q He never told you what he did in Bunna? 

6 A He said he was a doctor. 

7 Q Did he tell you that he worked at all 

8 doing any kind of - 

9 A Hejust- 

10 Q ~ broadcast - you gotta wait till I 

1 1 finish. 

12 Did he tell you that he worked in 

1 3 broadcast j oumalism in Burma? 



A No. He wrote some ~ you know, he ~ he 



14 

15 wrote some articles or something. That's it. 1 

16 mean, you know, not like he ~ he was a physician 

17 in Burma. 

18 Q Do you know what kind of articles he 

19 wrote? 

20 A No. 

21 Q Do you know who he wrote them for? 

22 A No. 



Q What did Maung Maung tell you about his 
deposition in this case, when I took his 



1 

2 

3 deposition? 

4 
5 
6 

7 



Nothing. 

Not a word? 

Uh-uh. 

What, if anything, did he tell you about 

8 other depositions in this case? 

9 A No. 

10 Q Not a word? 

11 A He said that ~ well, when he came back, 

12 I was asking him how is everything. He said he 

13 just - it's fine, the deposition went fine. 

14 That's it. 

1 5 Q What has he told you ~ well, when did 

1 6 you meet Maimg Maimg? 

17 A When? 

18 Q When? 

19 A Exactly 1998, New Year party. '98 or 

20 '99, 1 don't remember. 

2 1 Q Well, it was either the end of '98 and 

22 it was New Year's '99, or it was '99 and it was 
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1 


New Year's 2000. 


1 


has — he hasn't done anything. To me, my 


2 


A '98 New Year. 


2 


knowledge is she hasn't done - this woman who was 


3 


Q Okay. 


3 


hired did not have a journalism or broadcasting 


4 


A '98 December. 


4 


experience. 


5 


Q So you met him in '98, and you still 


5 


Q Did Maung Maung tell you about the 


6 


knew him in '99, a couple hours later? 


6 


journalism or broadcasting experience of other 


7 


A Yes. 


7 


people that were hired by RFA? 


8 


Q Where was that? 


8 


A Not that I'm aware, not - 1 don't 


9 


A At a mutual friend's party. 


9 


recall. 


10 


Q What's the name of the mutual friend? 


10 


Q Do you know if Maung Maung has talked 


11 


A Kyaw Zaw Nyimt. 


11 


with persons other than you and his lawyers about 


12 


Q Kyaw, which is K-Y-A-W? 


12 


his claims against RFA? 


13 


A Uh-huh. 


13 


A No. He has ~ 


14 


Q Z-A-W? 


14 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


15 


A Yes. 


15 


THE WITNESS: No. 


16 


Q And the last name? 


16 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


17 


A N-Y-U-N-T. 


17 


Q Go ahead. You can answer. 


18 


Q All right. Who is Kyaw Zaw Nyunt? 


18 


A Not that ~ 


19 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


19 


Q Do you know? 


20 


THE WITNESS: One of our - one of the 


20 


A ~ I'm aware of 


21 


person I knew. 


21 


Q Okay. You haven't been with him when 


22 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


22 


he's talked about his claims against RFA? 
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1 


Q How did you meet him? 


1 


Have you been with him when he has 


2 


A I don't remember. Burma society. We 


2 


spoken about his claims ~ 


3 


know each other somewhere. 


3 


A No. 


4 


Q So were you introduced to Maung Maimg, 


4 


Q - that he has? 


5 


or did you just sort of meet you him because 


5 


Are you familiar with RFA? 


6 


everybody was there? 


6 


A Yes. 


7 


A No. They introduce us. 


7 


Q What is RFA? 


8 


Q What, if anything, has Maung Maung told 


8 


A Radio Free Asia. 


9 


you about the claims he's making, other than what 


9 


Q And what does it do? 


10 


you already told me, against RFA? 


10 


A They do broadcasting for Asian countries 


11 


A No. 


11 


who's fighting for democracy, trying to give them 


12 


Q Did he tell you that he was going to 


12 


correct information. 


13 


file a charge with the EEOC? 


13 


Q Do you listen to RFA? 


14 


A EEOC? He say yes. 


14 


A Sometimes, not - very rare. 


15 


Q Do you know what the EEOC is? 


15 


Q When you hsten, you would hsten to Hie 


16 


A Uh-huh. Equal opportunity. 


16 


Burmese service, right? 


17 


Q What did he tell you when he was going 


17 


A Yes. 


18 


to go file a charge with the EEOC? 


18 


Q Do you know what the VOA is? 


19 


A He said they hire woman, you know, who 


19 


A Voice of America. 


20 


has less - who has less experience. 


20 


Q Do you listen to VOA? 


21 


Q What kind of experience? 


21 


A No. 


22 


A Journal - broadcast ~ he has ~ he 


22 


Q Why did you listen to RFA and not Voice 
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1 of America? 


1 


Q And did you come to the University of 


2 A Because he was working part-time. And 


2 


Tennessee directly from Burma? 


3 so I listen to his science and technology 


3 


A Yes. 


4 sometimes. 


4 


Q Did you come as a freshman? 


5 Q You listen to RFA so you can hear Maung 


5 


A No. I went to graduate school. 


6 Maung's ~ 


6 


Q In what? 


7 A That's it. 


7 


A Education. 


8 Q -broadcast? 


8 


Q Do you have a degree from a imiversity 


9 A Yes. 


9 


in Bimna? 


10 Q Did Maung Maung ever work for VOA? 


10 


A Yes. 


1 1 A No. I mean, what do you mean work for 


11 


Q What imiversity and what degree? 


12 VOA? 


12 


A Institute of Education, and education 


13 Q Well, had ajob, did something for VOA 


13 


degree, of course. 


14 and got paid. That's working for somebody. 


14 


Q When did you get that degree? 


15 A I did not know he got paid or not, 


15 


A 1981. 


1 6 but not that I'm aware of. 


16 


Q So you lived in ~ you went to 


17 Q So it would be correct to say he never 


17 


Tennessee? 


1 8 told you that he did work for VOA? 


18 


A Uh-huh. 


19 A Yes. 


19 


Q Lived there for awhile? 


20 Q What is your current employment? 


20 


A Uh-huh. 


21 A I'm working as a admission counselor at 


21 


Q Did you move from Tennessee to 


22 Potomac College. 


22 


Washmgton? 
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1 Q What do you do as an admission 


1 


A Yes. 


2 counselor? 


2 


Q When was that? 


3 A I do recruit and interview prospect 


3 


A 1990. 


4 students. 


4 


Q And what was the purpose of your moving 


5 Q Students? 


5 


to Washington? 


6 A Of course. 


6 


A I got ajob. 


7 Q Primarily any student, or are you 


7 


Q With? 


8 concentrated on students of a particular place? 


8 


A With Unisys Corporation, as a systems 


9 A All students. I don't discriminate. 


9 


analyst. 


10 Q How long have you been in the United 


10 


Q What does a systems analyst do? 


11 States? 


11 


A We do support, computer end-users, and 


12 A Since 1987. 


12 


maintain the systems and everything. 


13 Q And what was the reason you came to the 


13 


Q Did you have any training in systems 


14 United States? 


14 


analysis? 


15 A I was international student, student 


15 


A I double-majored computer science and 


16 here. 


16 


education, so - 


1 7 Q Were you a student here in the United 


17 


Q And how long did you stay at Unisys? 


18 States? 


18 


A For five years. 


19 A I came here as united ~ I mean, a 


19 


Q Why did you leave Unisys? 


20 student, international student. 


20 


A I got sick of computers. It's not for 


21 Q I see. Where were you a student? 


21 


me. 


22 A University of Tennessee. 


22 


Q Is it that time that you apphed for a 
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1 


job at Pamona college (sic)? 


1 


Q All right. How long did you live with 




2 


MR. KOUBA: Objection. 


2 


your brother? 




3 


THE WITNESS: No. 


3 


A A few months. 




4 


BYMR.ABRAMSON: 


4 


Q The time that you were living with your 




5 


Q Potomac. Sorry. All right. 


5 


brother, was anybody else living there, as well? 




6 


So what did you do after you left 


6 


A No. 




7 


Unisys? 


7 


Q Wlien did you move out? 




8 


A I went back home, Burma. 


8 


A Maybe two or three months. 




9 


Q For how long? 


9 


Q Where did you move to? 




10 


A Two years. 


10 


A I just got apartment. 




11 


Q What did you do there? 


11 


Q Did you rent that by yourself? 




12 


A Had a good time. 


12 


A Uh-huh. 




13 


Q Did you work? 


13 


Q You gotta say ~ 




14 


A No. 


14 


A Yes. 




15 


Q Do you have a home there? 


15 


Q All right. How long did you live in 




16 


A Yes. 


16 


that apartment? 




17 


Q Your own, or your family's home? 


17 


A I don't remember. I move a lot. 




18 


A My parents. 


18 


Q All right. Well, in between that 




19 


Q So then why did you come back to the 


19 


apartment ~ 




20 


United States? 


20 


A Uh-huh. 




21 


A I got bored. 


21 


Q ~ and where you're living now ~ 




22 


Q When did you come back to the United 


22 


A Uh-huh. 
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1 


States? 


1 


Q ~ how many different places did you 




2 


A 1996. 


2 


live in? 




3 


Q When you came back to the United States, 


3 


A Oh, three or four. I move apartments. 




4 


where did you come back to? 


4 


Sometimes I live in Reston, then I live in 




5 


A To my brother. 


5 


Annandale, then I live in Fairfax. 




6 


Q And what's your brother's name? 


6 


Q Where were you living when you first met 




7 


A Bobo Kyaw Nyein. 


7 


Maung Maung? 




8 


Q All right. So that's B-O-B-0? 


8 


A Fairfax. 




9 


A Correct. 


9 


Q And, again, where did you meet him? 




10 


Q K-Y-A-W? 


10 


MR. KOUBA: Objection. 




11 


A Uh-huh. 


11 


BYMR.ABRAMSON: 




12 


Q And same last name as you? 


12 


Q Go ahead. 




13 


A Yes. 


13 


A At my mutual friend's house. 




14 


Q Where did he live? 


14 


Q All right. 




15 


A He move a lot. 


15 


A New Year party. 




16 


Q Well, in 1996, was he -- 


16 


Q Do you know if Maxmg Maung ever - well. 




17 


A He was living in Sterling then. 


17 


let me back up. 




18 


Q Sterling, Virginia? 


18 


Are you familiar with the name Soe 




19 


A Yes. 


19 


Thinn? 




20 


Q Does he still live in the Northern 


20 


A Yes. 




21 


Virginia area? 


21 


Q How are you familiar with that name? 




22 


A Yes. 


22 


A He's RFA director. 
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1 


Q When did you first meet him? 


1 


A We just having a good time. 


2 


A At one of the Burmese family's 


2 


Q All right. How long have you lived 


3 


housewarming. 


3 


together with Maung Maung? 


4 


Q Which family? 


4 


A Since 1999. 


5 


A Myint Thein. 


5 


Q '99? 


6 


Q So would it be fair to say - well, how 


6 


A Uh-huh. 


7 


did you get invited to Myint Thein's housewarming 


7 


Q Okay. So in '99 he moved into your 


8 


party? 


8 


apartment? 


9 


A Because I was friend - befriended with 


9 


A Yes. 


10 


Myint Thein's wife. 


10 


Q And now he's moved into your house? 


11 


Q And Maung Maung was there? 


11 


A Uh-huh. Yes. 


12 


A No. 


12 


Q Is the mortgage on your house in your 


13 


Q No. I'm sorry. Soe Thitm was there? 


13 


name, or is it also in Maung Maung's name? 


14 


A Yes. 


14 


A Our both name. 


15 


Q Okay. Who introduced you? 


15 


Q But only you pay? 


16 


A I didn't remember. Somebody. 


16 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


17 


Q All right. Did you see Soe Thinn at any 


17 


BYMR.ABRAMSON: 


18 


times after that? 


18 


Q You can answer. 


19 


A After that? Yes. 


19 


A He pays some bills. I pay mortgage. 


20 


Q Where? 


20 


Q All right. So you've been together with 


21 


A My brother's party, second time. 


21 


Maung Maung since 1999? 


22 


Q All right. And was Maung Maung also at 


22 


A Uh-huh. 
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1 


that party? 


1 


Q You gotta say "yes." 


2 


A Yes. 


2 


A Yes. 


3 


Q Does your brother have a lot of parties? 


3 


Q Okay. So you say - let's just take 


4 


A Yes. 


4 


2006. All right. Just this year, for the 


5 


Q Do you go to all of them? 


5 


first ~ 


6 


A Most. 


6 


A Yes. 


7 


Q Who comes to those parties? 


7 


Q ~ nine, ten months almost. 


8 


A All Burmese, his friends, American 


8 


What does Maung Maung do every day? 


9 


friends. I don't remember. 


9 


A He has work. He works, also. 


10 


Q What's the nature of your relationship 


10 


Q Where does he work? 


11 


with Maung Mavmg? 


11 


A He works as a part-time - I don't 


12 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


12 


know — interpreter. 


13 


BYMR.ABRAMSON: 


13 


Q I didn't hear. 


14 


Q You can answer. 


14 


A He works as a interpreter. 


15 


A We very ~ we love each other. 


15 


Q Mterpreter? 


16 


Q Are you married? 


16 


A Uh-huh. 


17 


A No. 


17 


Q Okay. Anything else? 


18 


Q Are you engaged to be married? 


18 


A That's it. 


19 


A We live together. 


19 


Q To your knowledge then, he doesn't work 


20 


Q Just live together? 


20 


for anj^jody else other than just being a part-tiine 


21 


A Yes. 


21 


interpreter? 


22 


Q Have you ever discussed getting married? 


22 


A He wrote articles every month, every 
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1 


week for RFA, also. 


1 


MR. KOUBA: Objection. 


2 


Q Where does he ^lite those articles? 


2 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


3 


A At home. 


3 


Q You can answer. 


4 


Q How often does he have work as an 


4 


A Yeah. When he's not home, I know where 


5 


interpreter? 


5 


he is. 


6 


A I don't know. 


6 


Q All right. So where was he last week? 


7 


Q Does he stay home all day? 


7 


A New York. 


8 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


8 


Q Doing interpreting work? 


9 


THE WITNESS: I don't know. I'm working 


9 


A Yes. 


10 


every day. 


10 


Q Do you know how much he gets paid for 


11 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


11 


that? 


12 


Q So you go to work in the morning - 


12 


A No. I didn't ask 


13 


A Uh-huh. 


13 


Q Have you ever asked Maimg Maung how much 


14 


Q - and you don't know what Maung Maung 


14 


he's gotten paid for anything that he's done? 


15 


does all day? 


15 


A No. 


16 


A No. 


16 


Q How about since the beginning of this 


17 


Q Does he ever ~ 


17 


month? I mean, has he been home ~ aside fi-om 


18 


A He go to work or he doesn't go to. I 


18 


last week, has he been home every night? 


19 


don't follow him. 


19 


A I don't remember. He's ~ sometimes his 


20 


Q Does he ever talk to you about what he 


20 


job travels, sometimes he works in a local. 


21 


does all day? 


21 


Q He works where? I didn't hear. 


22 


A No. 


22 


A I don't remember. 
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1 


Q Is he home every night? 


1 


Q Has Maimg Maung's routine, like in the 


2 


A No. Sometimes he travel. 


2 


house and working, has that changed at all since 


3 


Q And the reason for his travel would 


3 


1999 when you first started living together, or 


4 


be- 


4 


has it been the same as you've just described over 


5 


A Business travel. 


5 


this month? 


6 


Q ~ business travel to be an interpreter? 


6 


A The same. That same means that he - he 


7 


A Uh-huh. 


7 


doesn't work ~ I don't know when he started to 


8 


Q You have to ~ 


8 


work for RFA part-time. I didn't remember. 


9 


A Yes. 


9 


Q Do you know where else he worked since 


10 


Q All right. So how often has that been 


10 


1999? 


11 


in 2006? 


11 


A Elsie? 


12 


A I don't remember. 


12 


Q Where else? 


13 


Q More than ten tunes? 


13 


A Where else? 


14 


A I don't recall. 


14 


Q Other places that he worked? 


15 


Q You have no idea? 


15 


A No. 


16 


You can't even estimate? 


16 


Q Did you ever ask him? 


17 


A No. 


17 


A No. 


18 


Q Last week was he home every night? 


18 


Q Did you ever ask him what he does all 


19 


A No. 


19 


day? 


20 


Q How many nights was he not home? 


20 


A No. 


21 


A Maybe one or two. 


21 


Q Do you care? 


22 


Q And do you know where he was? 


22 


A I just love him the way he is. 
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1 Q Do you expect to get married? 


1 


Q I couldn't hear. I'm sorry. 


2 A Is it anybody's business? 


2 


A People have different personalities. 


3 Q Yes. 


3 


Q I understand that. I'mjust trying to 


4 A I don't know. I'm very independent. 


4 


understand the extent to which Maung Maung tells 


5 Q Have you ever discussed marriage with 


5 


you what he does all day ~ 


6 Maung Maung? 


6 


A No. 


7 A No. 


7 


Q - for the last - since 1 999. 


8 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


8 


A Not in details. 


9 BYMR.ABRAMSON: 


9 


Q Well, how about generally? 


1 Q Have you ever seen any letters that 


10 


A He would say if he needs to go to 


1 1 Maimg Maung has written about RFA? 


11 


travel. 


12 A No. 


12 


Q Okay. Thafsit? 


13 Q Has he told you about any letters that 


13 


A Uh-huh. 


1 4 he's written about RFA? 


14 


Q Nothing else? 


15 A No. Because I'm very busy. 


15 


A Not in details. 


1 6 Q Even at night, when you're both at home? 


16 


Q Well, you keep saying not in details. 


17 A Uh-huh. 


17 


so- 


18 Q Who cooks dinner? 


18 


A He's very discrete person. 


19 A I do. 


19 


Q What does that mean? 


20 Q Does he ever cook dinner? 


20 


A We really care about our privacies. I 


21 A Uh-huh. 


21 


don't like to talk about myself that much. He 


22 Q Yes? 


22 


doesn't like to talk about him. 
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1 A Yes. 


1 


Q All right. You consider that you have a 


2 Q Who's the better cook? 


2 


good relationship? 


3 A I'm the very good cook. 


3 


A Yes. 


4 Q All right. So when you're home at 


4 


Q You get along well? 


5 night ~ 


5 


A Veiywell. 


6 A Uh-huh. 


6 


Q Do you ever have fights? 


7 Q -do you talk about your day wdth him? 


7 


A Very rare, rare, very rare. 


8 A Yes. 


8 


Q Very rare? 


9 Q You share what you do? 


9 


A Uh-huh. 


10 A Yes. 


10 


Q I mean, have you had a fight in 2006? 


1 1 Q Does Maung Maung share what he did all 


11 


A Maybe 2006 maybe one or twice. That's 


12 day? 


12 


it. 


13 A Actually, we didn't go into business. I 


13 


Q How about 2005? 


14 didn't talk about my school. I just left it at - 


14 


A Maybe two, three. 


15 I'm very busy 1 left it in my work. We just try 


15 


Q And how about 2004? 


1 6 to watch TV together. 


16 


A It's not that much. 


17 Q Okay. And would it be correct to say 


17 


Q So it's never more than two or three? 


1 8 that you never speak with Maung Maung about what 


18 


A Better and better, yeah. 


19 he's done all day? 


19 


Q How about back in '99? 


20 A Oh, I would say how's your day, yes. 


20 


A Of course the first year we fight pretty 


21 yes, something like that. He - he's a 


21 


much. 


22 discrete ~ I mean, he doesn't talk - 


22 


Q And 2000 a little bit less? 
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1 A Yes. 


1 


All right. I'll go back. 


2 Q And 2001 a little bit less? 


2 


Have you fought about his wanting to be 


3 A m-huh. 


3 


ajoxmialist- 


4 Q 2002 a little bit less? 


4 


A Uh-huh. 


5 A Getting older. 


5 


Q - regularly since '99? 


6 Q 2003 a little bit less? 


6 


A Uh-huh. 


7 A Yes. 


7 


Q And the answer was? 


8 Q All right. And then a less in 2004 - 


8 


A Yes. 


9 A Of course. 


9 


Q Yes. Okay. 


10 Q -'5, and '6? 


10 


With the same intensity since 1999 


11 So in 1 999 what did you fight about? 


11 


through 2006? 


12 A We fight about the things we cook, that 


12 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


13 he likes and what I don't like, something like 


13 


THE WITNESS: Yes. 


14 that. 


14 


BYMR.ABRAMSON: 


15 Q All right. I mean, just - what else 


15 


Q All right. You said earlier that you 


1 6 have you fought about - I'm talking smce 1999- 


16 


have never given up trying to urge him to go 


17 topically? 


17 


medical school? 


18 So one is food. What- 


18 


A But I still ~ doctors make a lot more 


19 A He wants to be a journalist too much. 


19 


money. 


20 He loves it. I hated it. 


20 


Q Well, have you given up on urging him to 


21 Q All right. So you need to explain that 


21 


go to medical school? 


22 to me. 


22 


A I never give up, not really. He's still 
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1 Do you fight about it? 


1 


young. 


2 A Well, yeah. He wants to be journalist. 


2 


Q So what do you say to him when he's ~ 


3 He loves it. In his blood. 


3 


well, what does he says when you want ~ you 


4 Q And so please explain to me how it is 


4 


say ~ when you start arguing about him being - 


5 that you argue about it or fight about it. 


5 


wanting to be a joumahst? 


6 A I want him to be a doctor here. 


6 


A He loves it, he says. 


7 Q So you have urged him to go to medical 


7 


Q And what do you respond? 


8 school? 


8 


A And I said I don't understand why. 


9 A Yes. 


9 


Q And what does he stay? 


1 Q What has he said about that? 


10 


A I still said doctors make more money. 


11 A He loves - he said that he loves 


11 


Q And that's the same thing you've been 


12 journalism. He found it - this is his new love. 


12 


arguing about since 1999? 


13 I mean, he likes to be a journalist, broadcaster. 


13 


A Then after that - after for awhile when 


14 Q Okay. What other topics have you fought 


14 


he started to sue, I just didn't give him a hard 


15 about? 


15 


time, stop it. 


16 A Most of the time that's it. 


16 


Q All right. You sort of just let it go. 


17 Q All right. Was that like regular, since 


17 


A Uh-huh. Ifit- whatever make him 


18 1999 -- 


18 


happy, just he can do it. 


19 A No- 


19 


Q Would it be fair to say that you ~ that 


20 Q - through - 


20 


right now, today, you don't argue about him 


21 A - more regular. 


21 


wanting to be a joumahst? 


22 Q Okay. Not regular? 


22 


A Not anymore. 
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1 


Q When did you stop? 


1 


Q I'm sorry. I couldn't hear. 


2 


A I don't even remember. 


2 


A Around about he files EEO, he went to 


3 


Q Okay. I mean, this year? Last year? 


3 


EEO, or a little bit before that. 


4 


A When he started to sue, he was so 


4 


Q And what kind of sleeping problems did 


5 


stressed out, so I just don't do it anymore. 


5 


he have? 


6 


Q Okay. And when you say when he started 


6 


A He couldn't sleep. 


7 


to sue, would that be when he sued in court, or 


7 


Q Okay. Did he take pills or anything to 


8 


when he filed a charge with the EEOC? 


8 


sleep? 


9 


A Filed a charge. 


9 


A Yeah. 


10 


Q Okay. Do you argue about anything else 


10 


Q All right. So what happened when he 


11 


other than him wanting to be a journalist? 


11 


couldn't sleep? 


12 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


12 


A I have to go to work next day, so it's 


13 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


13 


just conflict. 


14 


Q Or food? 


14 


Q You say you're in the guest bedroom now. 


15 


A Not really. 


15 


right? 


16 


Q Do you ever argue about finances? 


16 


A No. I have another good bedroom. 


17 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


17 


Q Okay. All right. So you suggested that 


18 


THE WITNESS: I make good - I'm okay. 


18 


he go sleep there? 


19 


I don't need to give him a hard time. 


19 


A No. I went there. 


20 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


20 


Q Oh, you went there? 


21 


Q Would it be fair to say that you are the 


21 


A Uh-huh. 


22 


primary breadwinner in your household? 


22 


Q All right. Do you know ifhe still has 


1 


A Yes. 


1 
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trouble sleeping? 


2 


Q You don't mind that at all? 


2 


A Yes. 


3 


A Burmese are less materialistic than 


3 


Q How do you know that? 


4 


Americans. 


4 


A He told ~ I just - sometimes I heard. 


5 


Q Well, that may be. But the question is 


5 


He told me. 


6 


do you - 


6 


Q So what did he tell you about his 


7 


A No. 


7 


trouble sleepmg? 


8 


Q - mind that? 


8 


A He couldn't sleep. 


9 


A I don't mind. 


9 


Q All right. 


10 


Q He can stay as long as he wants? 


10 


A He couldn't sleep. He was depressed or 


11 


A That's it. 


11 


something. 


12 


Q Have you ever discussed splitting up? 


12 


Q Okay. Did you tell him to maybe go sec 


13 


A No. 


13 


a doctor about it or something? 


14 


Q Do you share the same bedroom? 


14 


A He was a physician. He - 1 don't tell 


15 


A No. 


15 


him. He knows better. 


16 


Q Have you ever shared the same bedroom? 


16 


Q Did you tell him to go see some kind of 


17 


A Yes. 


17 


counselor or psychologist about his trouble 


18 


Q Starting when? 


18 


sleeping? 


19 


A Lately he's having a sleeping problem. 


19 


A I did not. 


20 


Q Starting when? 


20 


Q Do you know if he ever has seen a 


21 


A Around about he's filed the EEO or 


21 


psychologist or a counselor? 


22 


before ~ maybe before that. 


22 


A I don't know. 
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1 Q Basically, you don't know what he does 


1 


A No. 


2 all day, right? 


2 


Q How does he exhibit that he's impatient? 


3 A You're right. 


3 


A I don't know. It's in - 1 don't know 


4 Q Has his problems sleeping changed at all 


4 


detail - in details, but in general. 


5 say in the last three years? 


5 


Q Can you give me an example? 


6 A He still have the problems. 


6 


A I don't remember the stories. 


7 Q The same kind of problems, the same 


7 


Usually - 


8 amount of times, the same - 


8 


Q When was - 


9 A I didn't ask him. 


9 


A Excuse me. 


10 Q You don't know? 


10 


Q - when was the last time you noticed 


11 A No. 


11 


him being impatient? 


12 Q Has his behavior changed at all say in 


12 


A He's always - he's - we have different 


1 3 the last three years, that you've been able to 


13 


personalities. So he's always - he doesn't like 


14 notice? 


14 


to talk about himself or his case or anything. 


15 A He's stressed out, so - 


15 


Sometimes if I ask him, he just stress out and he 


1 6 Q What do you mean stress out? 


16 


say you don't want to know, something. He never 


17 A Sleeping is very important. If you 


17 


say anythmg about. That is the truth, the case. 


1 8 cannot sleep, you will look just different. 


18 


Because I'm already stressed - you 


19 Q All right. Well, how does he manifest 


19 


know, my job is busy and, you know, stressed. 1 


20 it? 


20 


have - everybody has a stress, under stress. So 


2 1 A More tired, or not as - not fiinctioning 


21 


he doesn't want to tell me anything. 


22 as much as he could, I think. 


22 


Q All right. So you ask him about his 
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1 Q Have you noticed any changes - 1 mean. 


1 


case, and he won't tell you anything? 


2 you're only together in the evenings, right? 


2 


A Not case in general. 


3 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


3 


Q All right. But anything? 


4 THE WITNESS: Yes. 


4 


A Yes. 


5 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


5 


Q So what kind of things do you ask him 


6 Q And the early morning, right? 


6 


about? 


7 So have you noticed any changes in Maung 


7 


A What's going on, why are you depressed, 


8 Maxmg's behavior say over the last three or four 


8 


that kind of thing. 


9 years? 


9 


Q So, I mean, when you say depressed, what 


10 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


10 


do you mean? 


11 THE WITNESS: What is your question 


11 


A This ~ what do you mean? What is your 


12 again? 


12 


question again? 


13 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


13 


Q My question is you said the word 


1 4 Q Have you noticed any changes in Maung 


14 


"depressed". I want to know what you mean by 


1 5 Maung's behavior during the times you're together 


15 


that. 


16 in the last three or four years? 


16 


A Depressed ~ if somebody is depressed. 


17 A Yes, some, you know. 


17 


it's not too - it's not really Jfim, you know, I 


18 Q What? 


18 


mean. I wish he still can go to ~ you know. 


19 A A little bit impatient. That's a - 


19 


sometimes I still think he ~ he still can go to 


20 that's a lot. I mean, it's a big thing, 


20 


medical school. And he can't do anything right 


21 impatient. 


21 


now. 


22 Q hnpatient. Anything else? 


22 


Q What do you mean he can't do anything 
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1 right now? 


1 


to change your mind, to go back to school, medical 


2 A He say he has a case. 


2 


school. I said since some people are still, you 


3 Q Are you saying that because he has a 


3 


know - like wherever you go, you - you know, 1 


4 case against RFA, he can't do anything? 


4 


mean, that kind of unfair things is here 


5 , A No. Medical school is in other states. 


5 


happening. So do you consider go back to medical 


6 so - he didn't tell me in details. I just 


6 


school. 


7 asked - sometimes 1 ask him to go to school. 


7 


Q When was the fnst time that you heard 


8 Q All right. And he says he won't? 


8 


from anybody that Soe Thinn hired his friends and 


9 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


9 


family and that's the people that he hired in the 


10 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


10 


Burmese service at RPA? 


1 1 Q What does he say when you ask him if he 


11 


A As soon as I think he is interested in 


12 could go to medical school? 


12 


applying a job. 


13 A Maybe later. I don't know. He doesn't 


13 


Q Okay. Would that be in 1999? 


14 say yes or no. 


14 


A I don't remember the years. 


15 Q All right. And this has been going on 


15 


Q Do you know when the first time was that 


16 since 1999? 


16 


Maung Maung applied for a job - 


17 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


17 


A No. 


18 THE WITNESS: No. 


18 


Q -at RFA? 


1 9 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


19 


A No. 


20 Q Since when? 


20 


Q Do you know how soon after you started 


2 1 A Since Soe Thinn decided to hire all the 


21 


your relationship with Maung Maung he applied for 


22 friends and family, since the case started to - 


22 


ajobatRFA? 
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1 you know. 


1 


A No. 


2 Q But when did you start urging him to go 


2 


Q Was it early in the relationship, or 


3 to medical school? 


3 


later in the relationship? 


4 A When we started to met. But he wants to 


4 


A I don't even remember. He was applying 


5 be a journalist. So I said fine, try to be a 


5 


- 1 mean, he was trying since then. So I did not 


6 journalist. But Soe Thinn only hire friends and 


6 


know when or - when did he started to apply. 


7 family. He's very famous to the - in a Burmese 


7 


Q And what you hear about Soe Thinn - 


8 circle. He uses RFA as his own business. 


8 


A Uh-huh. 


9 Q This is what Maung Maung tells you? 


9 


Q ~ is that he hires friends and family? 


10 A No. Everybody told me, Burmese, whoever 


10 


A Uh-huh. 


11 say they know it. 


11 


Q All right. Is that what Maung Maung 


12 Q Okay. So tell me the names of all the 


12 


said to you was his complaint about Soe Thinn? 


1 3 people who told you that. 


13 


A No. Like Myint Thein, Myint Thein's 


14 A No. I don't recall. My point is the - 


14 


friends, whoever, they just joke about him a lot. 


1 5 Soe Thinn has a bad reputation among Burmese that 


15 


Q And what do they say when they joke 


16 he's hiring friends and family. 


16 


about him? 


17 Q All right. So tell me the name of one 


17 


A Soe Thinn's ex-wife is living with one 


1 8 person who told you that. 


18 


guy. So Soe Thinn did not want to give him a ~ 


19 A MyintTheinoneofthem. 


19 


give her alimony or something. And he hire that 


20 Q All right. Who else? 


20 


live-in boyfriend. He hire his ex-wife's live-in 


21 A I don't remember. My point is since 


21 


boyfriend. 


22 then, I asked him to drop - 1 mean, I asked him 


22 


Q Okay. 
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1 A Just kind of ~ so he use the RFA as 


1 


Q Anything else? 


2 a - his own business. 


2 


A And unfair that's ~ you know, he hire 


3 Q I don't understand how that works, that 


3 


woman, you know, this time. And then, you know, 


4 he uses RFA as his own business ~ 


4 


it's unfair to - it's discrimination against 


5 A Because RFA - 


5 


gender. 


6 Q - by hiring his ex-wife's boyfriend. 


6 


Q Did Maung Maimg ever saying to you that 


7 A Yeah. So he doesn't need to help his 


7 


it was unfair when Soe Thiim hired a man? 


8 wife financially. 


8 


A Soe Thinn hire me? 


9 Q Oh, I see. So you're saying that it's a 


9 


Q No, no. When you say Matmg Maimg tells 


1 personal motive that he hired his ex-wife's 


10 


you that Soe Thiim is unfair ~ 


1 1 boyfriend - 


11 


A Uh-huh. 


12 A Yes. 


12 


Q ~ and that you asked him why and he 


13 Q ~ so he would support her ~ 


13 


said because he hired a woman? 


14 A Definitely. 


14 


A Uh-huh. 


15 Q -instead of him? 


15 


Q Okay. Did Maimg Maimg ever tell you 


1 6 A Trying to find somebody who can help his 


16 


that Soe Thinn was unfair when he hired a male? 


17 ex-wife. 


17 


A I don't remember. I don't know. I 


18 Q All right. Andwhat's thenameof the 


18 


don't remember. 


19 live-in boyfiiend? 


19 


Q Okay. Did Maung Maung ever tell you 


20 A I don't remember the Burmese name. 


20 


which fiiends and/or family Soe Thirm hired? 


21 Q All right. Any name? 


21 


A One guy from Ausfralia, I think, who has 


22 A I don't remember right now. 


22 


no experience, his friend, childhood fiiend or 
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1 Q Do you know whether this person, this 


1 


college friend, tried to hire one time, too. 


2 boyfriend of the ex- wife, was a joumaHst? 


2 


Q Anybody else? 


3 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


3 


A Above citizens and green card holders. 


4 MR.ABRAMSON: I'm just asking whether 


4 


Q Anybody else? 


5 she knows. 


5 


A No. I don't remember. But he's - 


6 THE WITNESS: Doesn't matter to Soe 


6 


okay. 


7 Thinn a journalist. I don't know. 


7 


Q Would it be correct to say then that in 


8 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


8 


describing to you what he thought was unfair about 


9 Q You don't know ifhe had any journalism 


9 


Soe Thinn's hiring - 


1 experience or not? 


10 


A Uh-huh. 


11 A No. 


11 


Q - that Maung Maung mentioned only two 


12 Q Do you know when he was hired? 


12 


names to you: Cho, and a woman Kyi Kyi Then? 


13 A No. 


13 


A Kyi Kyi Then. That's two I remember. 


14 Q All right. So what is Maung Maung's 


14 


Q Did he mention any other names? 


1 5 complaint about Soe Thinn, that he tells you? 


15 


A I don't remember all the time. 


16 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


16 


Q But did he mention other names? 


17 THE WITNESS: Unfair. 


17 


A I don't remember. 


18 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


18 


Q So you don't remember whether he 


19 Q Unfair. Anything else? 


19 


mentioned anybody else? 


20 A No. 


20 


A Yes. 


2 1 Q Did you say what do you mean by unfair? 


21 


Q How did you respond to that, when he 


22 A Hire friends and family. 


22 


told you ~ described how Soe Thinn was unfair? 
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1 


A Me? 


1 


Q When was the last time he wrote a check 


2 


Q Yeah. What did you say? 


2 


on that account? 


3 


A I said what a asshole. 


3 


A He, or me? 


4 


Q Anything else? 


4 


Q He. 


5 


A I was surprised that he still can do it 


5 


A Maybe a hundred, like a himdred in water 


6 


in the United States. I expect better. 


6 


bill or something. 


7 


Q Anything else? 


7 


Q Okay. So to best of your recollection, 


8 


A No. 


8 


what other than the water bill did he write a 


9 


Q You said that Maung Maung pays some 


9 


check for from that account? 


10 


expenses in the house. You mentioned the 


10 


A I don't remember, actually. 


11 


electricity bills and the cars. 


11 


Q So would it be fair to say that most 


12 


How many cars is there? 


12 


often - the checks he writes most often from that 


13 


A We have only one car. 


13 


account are for the water bill? 


14 


Q One car. So does he pay for the car 


14 


A No. Car, you know. He puts some money 


15 


every month? 


15 


in the joint account and he wrote a check, also. 


16 


A Yes. 


16 


So I don't remember. 


17 


Q You never pay for the car? 


17 


Q All right. Other than the car and 


18 


A No. 


18 


the- 


19 


Q What about food? 


19 


A And the ~ all utility bills, not 


20 


A I mean, around about I - around about, 


20 


electric bill only. 


21 


you know, 1,000 he pay - he pays. Sometimes I 


21 


Q Telephone, also? 


22 


pay, sometimes he pay that. 


22 


A Yes. 
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1 


Q So would you say that he contributes 


1 


Q He pays the telephone bill? 


2 


about $1,000 a month to - 


2 


A Yeah. 


3 


A Uh-huh. 


3 


Q How many phones do you have? 


4 


Q ~ your mutual expenses? 


4 


A Cell phone, house ~ I mean land phone, 


5 


A Yes. 


5 


and Internet access, I mean. 


6 


Q Do you know where he gets that money? 


6 


Q He pays for that? 


7 


A No. 


7 


A Yeah. Everything, yeah. 


8 


Q Did you ever ask him? 


8 


Q Do you have a cell phone, as well? 


9 


A No. 


9 


A Yes. 


10 


Q All right. Do you have joint bank 


10 


Q So you have two cell phones? 


11 


accounts? 


11 


A Oh, one cell phone. 


12 


A Uh-huh. Yes. 


12 


Q One cell phone? 


13 


Q How many joint bank accounts? 


13 


A Uh-huh. 


14 


A One. 


14 


Q Who uses that cell phone on a day-to-day 


15 


Q Savings, or checking? 


15 


basis? 


16 


A Checking. 


16 


A He did. 


17 


Q Does Maimg Maung write checks on that 


17 


Q So when you go to work, you don't take a 


18 


account? 


18 


cell phone? 


19 


A No. I don't remember, actually. I have 


19 


A No. I have a -no. I don't need it, 


20 


a check with both name on it. 


20 


actually. 


21 


Q Is he authorized to sign? 


21 


Q So on a day-to-day basis he has the cell 


22 


A Yes. 


22 


phone with him all the time? 



16 (Pages 58 to 61) 



Alderson Reporting Company 
1-800-FOR-DEPO 



Case 1 :05-cv-01 042-RMU Document 28-22 Filed 01/22/2007 Page 1 8 of 33 

Yamin Nyein October 26, 2006 



Page 62 




Page 64 


1 A Uh-huh. Uh-huh. 


1 


Q So Maung Maimg files separately from 


2 Q And you don't - 


2 


you? 


3 A Yes. Yes. 


3 


Let me back up. 


4 Q You don't know where he is all day, 


4 


Do you know if he files an income tax 


5 right? 


5 


return? 


6 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


6 


A Yes. 


7 THE WITNESS: Not all the time. Because 


7 


Q Do you know if his income tax ~ have 


8 I'm very busy at my job, so I don't call that 


8 


you ever seen his income tax returns? 


9 often. 


9 


A No. 


1 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


10 


Q Do you know if they reflect earnings of 


1 1 Q When you need to reach him during the 


11 


a thousand dollars a month from interpreting? 


12 day-- 


12 


A I don't ask ~ I don't see his tax 


13 A Uh-huh. 


13 


return. 


14 Q - what number do you call? 


14 


Q And other than the interpreting jobs, do 


15 A Cell phone number. 


15 


you know any other source of income for Maung 


16 Q Okay. Does he answer right away? 


16 


Maung? 


17 A Sometimes no. 


17 


MR.KOUBA: When? 


1 8 Q What do you do when he doesn't answer? 


18 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


19 A I left a message. 


19 


Q 2006? 


20 Q How long does it take him to call you 


20 


A He wrote that article once. I mean, he 


21 back? 


21 


works to some kind of a confracting job with RFA 


22 A Pretty good, unless he is on an 


22 


some. 
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1 airplane. 


I 


Q Anything else? 


2 Q And the only reason he would be on an 


2 


Any other source besides RFA? 


3 airplane is because he's flying to do ~ 


3 


A Not that I'm aware of 


4 A Yes. 


4 


Q How about going back to 1999? What 


5 Q - interpreting? 


5 


sources of income do you know Maung Maimg had, has 


6 When he earns money from interpreting. 


6 


had since then? 


7 do you know whether he gets paid by check or cash? 


7 


A No. 


8 A I don't know. He just deposit in my - 


8 


Q And I may have asked this before, but 


9 in our account. 


9 


I'll ask it again. 


10 Q Would it be fair to say that every time 


10 


Do you know what jobs he's had since 


1 1 he gets paid for interrupting he deposits it in 


11 


1999? 


12 your checking — 


12 


A I don't know. I didn't ask. 


13 A Oh, no, no, no. 


13 


Can I ask to ~ can I get a bathroom 


14 Q - account? 


14 


break? 


15 A No. 


15 


MR. ABRAMSON: Why don't we just take a 


16 Q Sometimes? 


16 


two-minute break. That'll usually be five 


17 A Yeah. 


17 


minutes. Okay? 


1 8 Q Well, at least a thousand dollars a 


18 


(Recess) 


19 month, though? 


19 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


20 A Uh-huh. Yes. 


20 


Q Is there anything you want to ~ 


21 Q Do you file joint income tax returns? 


21 


A No. 


22 A No. 


22 


Q -add? 
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1 Think about anything? You want to say 


1 


A (Nodding). 


2 something else? 


2 


Q You have ~ 


3 A You were asking about something what 


3 


A Yes. Sorry. 


4 were you - what is - what was your question, 


4 


Q And at Rite Aid, when he worked at Rite 


5 sir? 


5 


Aid, did he also tell you that was a full-time 


6 Q I think we talked about you never saw 


6 


job? 


7 his income tax returns. 


7 


A It's like between 30 hours and 40 hours 


8 A No, you were asking Hke 1999 what did 


8 


as a ~ in a pharmacy. 


9 he do or something. 


9 


Q Ail right. Do you remember what years 


10 Q What work he did. 


10 


he worked in Rite Aid and CVS? 


11 A He was trying to get a journalist job. 


11 


A No. And at that time I was - 1 had a 


12 Q No. I- 


12 


own business. I open a state-licenced child ~ I 


1 3 A And meanwhile, he was working as - 


13 


mean daycare center, small one. And he was 


1 4 trying to get - when he was trying to get a 


14 


working there, also. 


1 5 journalist job, he was trying - he was working 


15 


Q You opened a daycare center? 


16 at - working as a pharmacist assistant at Rite 


16 


A Uh-huh. 


17 Aid and CVS. 


17 


Q How many hours a week did he work at the 


18 Q Does he still do that? 


18 


daycare center? 


19 A No. 


19 


A It's not ~ if s not a full-time. 


20 Q Do you know why he stopped doing those 


20 


because I had other two ~ I had other 


21 jobs? 


21 


full-tune ~ full-time employees. 


22 A No. After he started to - he was 


22 


Q Did you work in the daycare center? 
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1 working as a - after that, he got that 


1 


A Yes. I owned it, too. 


2 interpreting - interpreter job, so he quit. 


2 


Q What's the name of it? 


3 Q Did he tell you how he got the 


3 


A I didn't have a ~ if s like a ~ no. 


4 interpreter job? 


4 


Lubaus. 


5 A No. 


5 


Q What- 


6 Q And he's self-employed in that job, 


6 


A If s L-U-B-A-U-S daycare, yeah. 


7 right? 


7 


Q All right. Who is Lubaus? 


8 A Yes. 


8 


A That was my nickname. 


9 Q He doesn't work for anybody else; he 


9 


Q Okay. And you had two other people who 


10 gets paid directly? 


10 


worked there, and then Maung Maung worked there. 


11 A Yes. Ithinkso. 


11 


too? 


1 2 Q When he worked at C V, do you know what 


12 


A You know, if s like after somebody left, 


1 3 his hours of work were? 


13 


he was working, yes. 


14 A Changing all the time. 


14 


Q How long did he work? 


15 Q Pardon? 


15 


A Two, three years. 


16 A Changing all the time. 


16 


Q All right. And, again, how many hours a 


1 7 Q But how many hours a week about did he 


17 


week did he work there when he worked there? 


18 work? 


18 


A Between 30 and 40 houi^. 


19 A He was working fiiU-time, I think. 


19 


Q And when was that? 


20 Q Forty hours a week? 


20 


A It was around about '99, 2000, 200 1 , 


21 A Uh-huh. 


21 


something like that. 


22 Q Is that what he told you? 


22 


Q Is Lubaus still in existence? 
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1 A No. I got bored, so I just changed a 


1 


A Yes. 


2 job. I close it. 


2 


Q No one lived there? 


3 Q I see. So were you working there as 


3 


A I hved there. 


4 well at the time? 


4 


Q Oh, okay. So it was your home? 


5 A Yes. 


5 


A Yes. 


6 Q How much did he get paid there? 


6 


Q And you ran the daycare, what, in the 


7 A Ijust pay him a minimum. 


7 


basement or - 


8 Q Minimum wage? 


8 


A No, no, the whole townhouse. We use 


9 A Yeah. 


9 


only one room. 


10 Q Did he like the work? 


10 


Q Okay. Do you know how much Maung Maung 


11 A He loves kids, yes. 


11 


earned when he worked at CVS? 


1 2 Q Were you licensed as a daycare center? 


12 


A No. 


13 A Uh-huh. 


13 


Q Do you know how much Maimg Maung earned 


14 Q Licenced - 


14 


when he worked at Rite Aid? 


15 A He doesn't need license. 


15 


A No. 


16 Q But Lubaus was - 


16 


Q Do you know what his position was at 


17 A Yeah. 


17 


Rite Aid? 


18 Q - licensed as a daycare center? 


18 


A It is a pharmacy assistant at CVS or 


19 A Of course. Of course. 


19 


Rite Aid, some ~ something like that. 


20 Q to what state? 


20 


Q When Maung Maung works as an 


21 A Virginia. 


21 


interpreter, who are his customers? 


22 Q Was Maung Maung Hcensed to work in the 


22 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 
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1 daycare center? 


1 


BYMR.ABRAMSON: 


2 A If you work in a daycare center, you 


2 


Q You can answer. 


3 don't need to get license, as long as you have a 


3 


A At the court, the government assign. 


4 ~ I mean, everybody can work with you. 


4 


Q So he gets paid by the government? 


5 Q What age children were at the daycare 


5 


A It's a contractor job. I mean, it's 


6 center? 


6 


a ~ not goverrmient assign. I mean a ~ who apply 


7 A tofanttol2. 


7 


a filing, something like that, I have no idea. 


8 Q How many children did you have in the 


8 


Q So- 


9 daycare center? 


9 


A Or different ~ you know, who needs 


10 A It varies. 


10 


Burmese language interpreter. 


11 Q From? 


11 


Q So- 


12 A Five to twelve, five to ten. 


12 


A I caimot say an>'thing. 


13 Q Where was it located? 


13 


Q - Burmese people ~ 


14 A Fairfax. 


14 


A Yes. 


15 Q Where? 


15 


Q ~ he interprets for them? 


16 A 8201 Anderson Drive. 


16 


A Yes. 


1 7 Q And that was not your house or anything, 


17 


Q And where they're applying for 


18 it was - 


18 


citizenship or - 


19 A It was apart - 1 mean townhouse. I 


19 


A It varies. 


20 rented. 


20 


Q - immigration? 


21 Q Okay. For the exclusive piupose of 


21 


A It varies. 


22 being a daycare center? 


22 


Q It varies between what? 

..-.. ^ 
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1 A I mean, I don't know the case that - 


1 


Pago 7& 

Q Do you know whether he applied to w ork 


2 the type of their case or -I don't know. I have 


2 


at VOA at any time since 1999? 


3 no idea. 


3 


A He apply. I don't know in details, but 


4 Q And where does he do this? 


4 


he was trying to get a job as a journalist in a 


5 A When? 


5 


Burmese service - 


6 Q Where? 


6 


Q Of VOA? 


7 A Everywhere. I mean, it depends on the 


7 


A - in general. 


8 case. Sometimes Maryland, Virginia, D.C., other 


8 


Q Of VOA? 


9 states. 


9 


A I mean RFA or VOA. That's what he was 


10 Q And sometimes he drives and sometimes he 


10 


doing it. 


11 flies? 


11 


Q All right. So do you know whether he 


12 A Yes. 


12 


applied to work at VOA? 


13 Q But he doesn't work for the government. 


13 


A Yes. 


14 right? 


14 


Q Do you know how many times he applied to 


15 A No, not directly, no, not that I'm aware 


15 


work at VOA? 


16 of 


16 


A No. 


1 7 Q And he doesn't work for homeland 


17 


Q Did he tell you anything about his 


18 security? 


18 


applying to VOA for a job? 


19 A Uh-uh. 


19 


A No. 


20 Q He works for the people who want - 


20 


Q Do you know if he took any tests when he 


21 A Yes. 


21 


appHed to work at VOA? Tests? 


22 Q ~ Burmese people who need the 


22 


A He took a test? 
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1 interpretation? 


1 


Q Test. 


2 A Yeah. 


2 


A Yes. 


3 Q And to your knowledge, he never worked 


3 


Q At VOA? 


4 for Voice of America; is that correct? 


4 


A Uh-huh. 


5 A I think he works for the Voice of 


5 


Q Do you know whether he passed the test? 


6 America a few weeks. I don't remember when. 


6 


A Yes. 


7 Q Do you know what he did there? 


7 


Q Do you know whether he failed any test? 


8 A No. I mean, the same thing. 


8 


A No. 


9 Q Writing features? 


9 


Q Did he tell you that he failed any tests 


10 A I think Voice of America - no, I don't 


10 


at VOA? 


11 remember. I just -I think it's a RFA he 


11 


A He did not discuss it. He's ~ I don't 


12 broadcast and he write also, yes. 


12 


know how many times he did, no. 


1 3 Q And you say was this for just a few 


13 


Q Did he tell you that he passed the test 


14 weeks? 


14 


at VOA? 


15 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


15 


A I remember one time or two times. I 


16 THE WITNESS: Not that I'm aware of 


16 


don't know. 


17 I'mjust confused now. What is your question? 


17 


Q All right. Did he tell you that he was 


18 BYMR.ABRAMSON: 


18 


interviewed at VOA? 


19 Q So my question is how long did he work 


19 


A I'm confused. I don't remember if it's 


20 forVOA? 


20 


VOA or RFA. He went to interviews. 


21 A No, I don't know. One week or, I don't 


21 


Q Did he ever tell you that he interviewed 


22 know, two weeks. 


22 


at VOA and did not get hired? 
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1 A Not that I remember. 


1 


know that VOA has a Burmese service, correct? 


2 Q Did he tell you why he stopped working 


2 


A Uh-huh. Uh-huh. 


3 at VOA? 


3 


Q And you know that RPA has a Burmese 


4 A No. 


4 


service? 


5 Q Did he tell you that he was fired from 


5 


A Uh-huh. 


6 VOA? 


6 


Q That's yes? 


7 A Uh-uh. 


7 


A Yes, yes. 


8 Q Did he tell you that he quit his job at 


8 


Q Okay. Arethey sort of the same? You 


9 VOA? 


9 


know, working for one is the same as working for 


10 A No. 


10 


the other, in your mind? 


11 Q Did he tell you that anyone advised him 


11 


A What is your question again? 


1 2 to quit his job at VOA? 


12 


Q In your mind, is working in the Burmese 


13 A No. 


13 


service for VOA the same as working for the 


14 Q Do you know whether he has sought, 


14 


Burmese service at RFA? 


15 before these lawyers here - 


15 


A It's a little bit different. 


16 A Uh-huh. 


16 


Q What's different? 


17 Q ~ whether he sought legal advice in 


17 


A I cannot tell what's the difference. 


1 8 connection with any claim he might have against 


18 


But in VOA a lot ~ a lot of old ~ older 


19 RFA? 


19 


generation working. 


20 A No. 


20 


Q How do you know ~ 


21 Q Did he ever tell you that he spoke with 


21 


A 60,70's. 


22 any lawyers? 


22 


Q How do you know that? 
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1 A Uh-uh. And he spoke with lawyers? 


1 


A I've heard that. I mean, I know some 


2 Q Yeah. Did he tell you that he spoke 


2 


Burmese in ~ I don't know in person, but I know 


3 with any lawyers? 


3 


these people are working for VOA. 


4 A Oh, yes. He said that he spoke to some 


4 


Q Other people have told you that? 


5 lawyers. 


5 


A Uh-huh. 


6 Q Okay. Which lawyers? 


6 


Q Right? 


7 A No, he didn't. I didn't even know their 


7 


A Well, not other ~ well, I met them. I 


8 name. This is the first time I met them. 


8 


saw them. But we are not fiiends. I know them. 


9 Q Not these guys. 


9 


They are working. 


10 A No. 


10 


Q How many Burmese service employees of 


11 Q I'm talking about back in 2003 or 2004. 


11 


VOA have you met personally? 


12 A He didn't mention any names. 


12 


A One is Kyaw Zaw Nyunt. 


1 3 Q Well, whether he mentioned names or not, 


13 


Q Yeah, okay. Who else? 


14 did he tell you that he went to see lawyers? 


14 


A They are aheady retired, old guys. 


15 A I did not know he went to see lawyers or 


15 


Q Who else have you met who works at VOA's 


16 not, no. 


16 


Burmese service? 


17 Q He never said anything about it? 


17 


A Khin Maimg Win. 


18 A No. 


18 


Q Anyone else? 


19 Q Never told you any advice he may have 


19 


A I know ~ I know that San Myint. 












V Anyone else ' 


21 A No. 


21 


A That's it. 


22 Q So as a Burmese person, do you - you 


22 


Q Three people? 
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1 A m-huh. 


1 


A No. 


2 Q They're all old? 


2 


Q - other than ~ 


3 A They all are like seven - almost 70. 


3 


A They said that like 70 or 60, you know , 


4 Q Do you know how many people work in the 


4 


late 60, something like that, yes. 


5 VGA's Burmese service? 


5 


Q And who do you know who works in RFA's 


6 A No. 


6 


Burmese service? 


7 Q So your earlier testimony that everybody 


7 


A Myint Theiti. 


8 in the Burmese service at VGA is older - 


8 


Q Who else? 


9 A Not everybody. 


9 


A Win Pe, Khin Maung Win. That's it. 


10 Q Not everybody? 


10 


Q Okay. How do you know IChin Maung Win? 


1 1 A Majority. 


11 


A If s like, you know, we run in ~ well. 


12 Q Majority? 


12 


somebody introduced us in Burmese circle. 


13 A A little bit older generation. 


13 


Q Are you friends, or acquaintances? 


14 Q But you've only met three? 


14 


A Well, not a friends. We in -I mean. 


15 A There is another one, too. I remember 


15 


like acquaintance. 


16 a - 1 forgot the name. Oh, I forgot. Wait a 


16 


Q Do you ever have that person over to 


17 minute. I'm not good with names. 


17 


your house? 


18 Q Gkay. I'm not interested in - 


18 


A No. But he invited us ~ he invited me 


19 A I know - 


19 


to his daughter's wedding last year. 


20 Q - names - 


20 


Q And you went? 


21 A -another one. 


21 


A Yes. 


22 Q ~ I'm interested in numbers. 


22 


Q Did Maung Maung go? 
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1 A Yeah, I - I'm not in ~ I mean, I'm not 


1 


A Yes. 


2 good with names, actually. I remember there is 


2 


Q Did you have any other contact with Khin 


3 some old guys I knew, also. 


3 


Maung Win? 


4 Q Then, you know, other people told you 


4 


A No. 


5 that the people who work in the Burmese service at 


5 


Q Do you know the reason you were included 


6 VGA are older? 


6 


in the guest list for that wedding? 


7 A Yes. Yes. 


7 


A I know him before I met Maung Maung. 


8 Q So you don't know that yourself, you 


8 


Q Old friend then? 


9 just know what other people told you? 


9 


A Old acquaintance. 


10 A No, no, no. I - in Burmese circle, I 


10 


Q Have you ever discussed with Khin Maung 


1 1 know that these people are, you know, old, older 


11 


Win Maxmg Maxmg's trying to get a job at ~ 


12 generation. 


12 


A No. 


13 Q And the ones that you met? 


13 


Q - RFA? 


14 A And the one I don't met, either, they 


14 


Never? 


15 are older generation. 


15 


A Never. 


1 6 Q And how do you know that? 


16 


Q Have you ever discussed with BQiin Maung 


17 A Yeah, I've heard that. 


17 


Win anything about Soe Thinn? 


18 Q Gkay. 


18 


A No. We not - we not that close. 


19 A Burmese people told me. 


19 


Q I understand. Okay. 


20 Q You heard it from other people? 


20 


How do you know Win Pe? 


21 A Yes. 


21 


A The same thing, we ran - you know, it's 


22 Q You don't know it yourself - 


22 


in a Burmese cfrcle. We went to some fimctions. 
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1 


And I met him before I met Maung Maung. 


1 


A With my friends, yes. 


2 


Q Okay. And you're not friends, you're 


2 


Q Okay. 


3 


just acquaintances? 


3 


A Yes. 


4 


A Exactly. 


4 


Q Does Maung Maung come? 


5 


Q Did you ever discuss - 


5 


A If they invited us, yes. 


6 


A No. 


6 


Q All right. How often do they - 1 mean, 


7 


Q - anything about Maung Maung with him? 


7 


when Maung Maung is invited, is it couples, or is 


8 


A Uh-uh. 


8 


it like a large group? 


9 


Q OrRFA? 


9 


A Large group, couples. 


10 


A No. 


10 


Q And he goes, right? 


11 


Q Or Soe Thinn? 


11 


A Uh-huh. 


12 


A Yeah, they make - well, they were just 


12 


Q He has a good time? 


13 


making joke about him, that's all. 


13 


A Yeah. 


14 


Q What joke? 


14 


Q Gets along with everybody? 


15 


A Like I already mentioned it about. We 


15 


A Oh, yes. 


16 


don't talk about in detail. 


16 


Q People like him? 


17 


Q And what about Myint Thein? How do you 


17 


A Nice guy. 


18 


know him? 


18 


Q All right. Has that sort of been the 


19 


A I was befriended with his wife. 


19 


way it's been, you know, since you've gotten 


20 


Q From where? From here? 


20 


together with Maimg Maung? 


21 


A Yes. 


21 


A Yes. 


22 


Q Do you go out together? 


22 


Q You get invited out, you go out? 
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1 


A Used to. 


1 


A Uh-huh. 


2 


Q When did you stop? 


2 


Q Has there been any change in that sort 


3 


A He ~ she was working for me for awhile 


3 


of socialization? 


4 


at that childcare center. 


4 


A He used to - 


5 


Q Oh, okay. And so when she stopped 


5 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


6 


working at the childcare center, do - 


6 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


7 


A We don't - 


7 


Q You can answer. 


8 


Q - you see ~ 


8 


A He used to go out to a Burmese community 


9 


A - see each ~ 


9 


a lot. Not lately. 


10 


Q - her anymore? 


10 


Q Lately, meaning what? 


11 


A - no. 


11 


A About a year ago, since a year ago, he 


12 


Q Wait. Do you see her any more? 


12 


didn't go to ~ we did ~ sometimes he ~ we went 


13 


A No. 


13 


to a Burmese community, sometimes he went along 


14 


Q When she was working at the childcare 


14 


with his friends. Now we - we went - we didn't 


15 


center and you went out together, did Maung Maung 


15 


go that ~ as often as before. 


16 


come also? 


16 


Q And the reason for that, if you know? 


17 


A No. 


17 


A He didn't want to go. 


18 


Q Did her husband come? 


18 


Q But you still go out with fiiends? 


19 


A We did not really go out together. We 


19 


A I still go out with fiiends, but not ~ 


20 


just see each other. Tnafs it. 


20 


Q And when Maung Maung's invited, he comes 


21 


Q I mean, do you go out? I mean now. 


21 


too, right? 


22 


I mean, do you go out with other people? 


22 


A Not lately, like since a year ago. 
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1 Q One year ago? 


1 


A Uh-huh. With girlfHends, yes. 


2 A One year ago. 


2 


Q All right. So how many religious 


3 Q Has he told you why? 


3 


fimctions in the Burmese community have you been 


4 A No. Like I said, he's depressed. He 


4 


to in 2006? 


5 didn't want to go out that much. 


5 


A Maybe four or five. 


6 Q And what do you mean by depressed? 


6 


Q Okay. And then Maung Maung stays home? 


7 A He didn't want to have fun that much. I 


7 


A Uh-huh. Yes. 


8 mean, it's the - you know, a Mttle bit - of 


8 


Q Does Maimg Maimg go out with his 


9 course, it's different from before. 


9 


friends? 


10 Q How? 


10 


A Not a lot. 


1 1 A How means, you know - 1 mean, I say 


11 


Q Who are his friends? 


12 let's go out with - to Burmese fimctions. He 


12 


A His friends? Do I give a name? 


1 3 didn't want to go as he used to. 


13 


Q Yeah. 


14 Q What Burmese functions you talking 


14 


A Huh. Used to be Kyaw Zaw Nyunt. Oh, 


15 about? 


15 


who else? I don't know his American friends' 


16 A We have a lot of functions at mon - 1 


16 


name. He has some. I know another name is ~ 


17 mean like church. They have a fun fair a lot. 


17 


what his name? I know only a nickname. 


18 fairs a lot. They sell things for - but the 


18 


Q What's that? 


19 monastery. 


19 


A I know Tayoke Gyi's brother. 


20 Q How often are these religious fimctions? 


20 


Q Who? 


2 1 A Every other month or every month. 


21 


A I forgot the name. 


22 Q Do you go every month? 


22 


Q Whose brother is he? 
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1 A We used to go a lot. 


1 


A Tayoke Gyi's brother. 


2 Q How often? Every month? 


2 


Q Who? I- 


3 A Almost, when - you know, we go out. 


3 


A Can I ask? 


4 And it was fim. 


4 


Q Say it again. 


5 Q And now, let's say for the last year, or 


5 


A Tayoke Gyi's brother. Can I ask him a 


6 in 2006? 


6 


name? 


7 A Yeah, we went less. He didn't want to 


7 


Q Tayoke Gyi ~ you can ask him, sure. 


8 go out that much. 


8 


THE WITNESS: What is Tayoke Gyi's 


9 Q I said how often in 2006? 


9 


brother? 


1 A Maybe one time or twice, but at most 


10 


MR. THAN: Kyaw Kyaw Win. 


1 1 twice. 


11 


THE WITNESS: Kyaw Kyaw Win. 


12 Q This whole year? 


12 


BYMR.ABRAMSON: 


13 A Yeah. Maybe twice, yeah. 


13 


Q Okay. So have these ~ you mentioned 


1 4 Q And do you stay home with him when he 


14 


three individuals. And you don't know his 


1 5 doesn't want to go, or do you go yourself? 


15 


American friend. And you mentioned two other 


16 A I go out with my fiiends. But I went 


16 


names ~ 


1 7 less. Because he didn't want to go, so I didn't 


17 


A Uh-huh. 


18 go that much. 


18 


Q - Win and Myint. 


19 Q Do you stay home with him when he 


19 


Are those, I mean to your knowledge. 


20 doesn't want to go? 


20 


Maung Maung's friends? 


21 A Yes. 


21 


A Yes. 


22 Q But you still go out with your friends? 


22 


Q Okay. Since the time you met him. 
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1 they've been friends? 


1 


A We do not go out as often as we used to. 


2 A Yes. 


2 


Q The question is, are you still having 


3 Q Are they still friends? 


3 


fim with him? 


4 A Uh-huh. 


4 


A Ijust- you know, I love him. So the 


5 Q You gotta answer. 


5 


way he is, I accept. I accept that. 


6 A Yes. 


6 


Q Is it fim? 


7 Q Okay. Does he see them still? 


7 


A To me it's always ftin with him. It 


8 A Not lately. 


8 


doesn't matter. 


9 Q What do you mean by lately? 


9 


Q Is he having fun with you? 


10 A Not that I'm aware of. Usually he saw 


10 


A Of course. 


11 his friends more. I don't see them that much 


11 


Q That hasn't changed? 


12 lately. 


12 


A No. 


13 Q Well, do you know how often he sees 


13 


Fun means ~ what do you mean by that? 


14 them? 


14 


Q Well, you said yes. How do you 


15 A How often? 


15 


understand that? 


16 Q Yeah. 


16 


A Well, I think -I think so. 


17 A He stay home a lot now. I mean, I don't 


17 


Q Think what? 


18 think he sees these friends that much. I don't 


18 


A I think so. 


1 9 know how - how often. 


19 


Q Do you know whether Maung Maimg takes 


20 Q So when you say he stays home a lot. 


20 


any medication? 


2 1 does he stay home during the day? 


21 


A I think he's taking a sleeping ~ 


22 A No, no, no. My point is he didn't go 


22 


sleeping pills. That ~ that's all I know. 
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1 out as much - as often as he used to. 


1 


Q Anything else? 


2 Q At night? 


2 


A No. 


3 A Uh-huh. 


3 


Q Has he told you about any medication he 


4 Q Has he told you why? 


4 


might be taking? 


5 A He has a problem with sleeping, so I 


5 


A Uh-uh. 


6 didn't - that's obviously, you know, he's 


6 


Q Do you know if he has a doctor that he 


7 changed. 


7 


goes to? 


8 Q Is that what he's told you, that he 


8 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


9 doesn't go out at night because he has a problem 


9 


THE WITNESS: No. 


10 sleeping? 


10 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


11 A Uh-huh. Yes. 


11 


Q Has he ever told you that he's gone for 


1 2 Q Has he told you any other reason for not 


12 


a doctor appointment? 


13 going out at night? 


13 


A I don't know. 


14 A Say depressed. 


14 


Q Do you know if he takes any prescription 


1 5 Q What do you mean by depressed? 


15 


medication? 


16 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


16 


A Not that I'm - I don't know. I don't 


17 THE WITNESS: I'm not a doctor. I 


17 


know. 


18 cannot say what he meant. If somebody is 


18 


Q Is he covered by any health insurance? 


19 depressed, he doesn't want to have fiin that much. 


19 


A Not that I'm aware of 


20 seems like it. 


20 


Q Do you cover him under your health 


21 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


21 


insurance? 


22 Q You still having fim with him? 


22 


A No. 
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1 Q Have you ever covered him under your 


1 


A Maybe 20 pounds, 20 pounds. 


2 health insurance? 


2 


Q Does he eat the food you prepare? 


3 A No. 


3 


A Yes. 


4 Q Do you know ifhe had health insurance 


4 


Q Does he eat the food he prepares? 


5 when he worked at Rite Aid or CVS? 


5 


A Not that good. 


6 A Not that I'm aware of. 


6 


Q Okay. I had to ask. 


7 Q Has it ever been an issue for him that 


7 


Do you know if he's gone on any diets ~ 


8 he doesn't have health insurance? 


8 


A No. 


9 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


9 


Q ~ to lose weight or gain weight? 


10 THE WITNESS: I did not ask him. Maybe, 


10 


A No. 


1 1 you know ~ I mean, we did not ask a lot of stuff. 


11 


Q Have you? 


1 2 He's very quiet person. 


12 


A Me? Not really. 


13 BYMR.ABRAMSON: 


13 


Q All right. But he still eats pretty 


14 Q And you accept that? 


14 


well? 


15 A Yes. 


15 


A Oh, yeah. 


16 Q Have you ever seen the complaint that 


16 


Q You know whether Maimg Maung has applied 


1 7 Maimg Maxmg filed against RFA? 


17 


for any jobs, other than at RFA, say in the last 


18 A No. 


18 


three years? 


1 9 Q Have you ever seen anything he wrote 


19 


A He -I don't know. We ~ he did apply 


20 about his complaint about RFA or Soe Thinn? 


20 


at VOA, but I don't know when. 


21 A No. 


21 


Q Do you know ifhe's applied for any jobs 


22 Q Do you know who Maung Maung has spoken 


22 


at hospitals? 
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1 with about his claims or complaints about RFA? 


1 


A Not that I'm aware of 


2 A I think his lawyers. 


2 


Q Any kind of medical facility? 


3 Q Just his lawyers? 


3 


A Maybe he did not tell me. Not that I'm 


4 A Uh-huh. 


4 


aware of 


5 Q Hasn't really talked to any other 


5 


Q Do you know ifhe's applied for jobs at 


6 fiiends or anything? 


6 


RFA beginning in 2004? 


7 A Not that I'm aware of Ifhe doesn't 


7 


A He told me that he appUed at job while 


8 talk to me, why should he talk to others about the 


8 


he was working part-time. 


9 case. 


9 


Q What work, to your knowledge, did Maung 


10 Q Have you noticed any changes in Maung 


10 


Maung do at RFA? 


1 1 Maung's wei^t since you met him in 1 998? 


11 


Do you know what kind of work he did or 


12 A Lately, he lost some weight. 


12 


he has done? 


13 Q Had he gained? 


13 


A Broadcasting, and writing, translate ~ 


14 A Yeah, he gained. 


14 


translation, and writing some articles. 


15 Q So he gained weight and then he lost 


15 


Q And this is what he has told you he has 


16 weight? 


16 


done? 


1 7 A It's been about a year that he lost 


17 


A I saw he was writing articles about 


18 weight, uh-huh. 


18 


science and technology. 


19 Q Okay. Is he about the same weight now 


19 


Q This is what he has told you? 


20 that he was when you first met him? 


20 


A I mean, I saw he was writing. And he ~ 


21 A No. It was bigger. He was bigger. 


21 


Q Oh, okay. Sony. 


22 Q Bigger? How much bigger? 


22 


A - he ~ he do recording on the phone. 
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1 And I've heard he do another thing, I mean 

2 broadcasting. That's why I listen. 

3 Q Do you know the- sort ofthe nature of 

4 his relationship with RFA? 

5 I mean, he was not a full-time employee, 

6 correct? 

7 A I know that, yes. Part-time. 

8 Q Part-time. Did he have contracts, to 
your knowledge, with RFA? 

A I did not ask him in details. He was 
working part-time. That's what I know. 

Q That's all he told you? 

A That's all I knew, yes. 

Q He didn't tell you he had any contracts? 

A He has a contracts with RFA, yes. 

Q All right. Right now - 

A Writing. 

Q How many contracts does he have with RFA 
right now? 

A One. 

Q Do you know whether he's ever had more 
than one contract with RFA? 



A Yes. 

Q When was that? 

A I didn't remember. It was two - one is 
broadcasting, for broadcasting. 



Okay. 

One is for writing articles. 

Which is the one he has now? 

The writing one. 

When did he not have one for, as you 



I think ~ I didn't remember, but Soe 



Q 

A 

Q 

8 A 

9 Q 

10 say 

11 . 

12 Thinn fire him, 

13 Q Is that what Maung Maung told you*^ 

14 A Uh-huh. 
Q Did anyone else tell you that Maung 

; had been fired? 
Yeah. Maybe Myint Thein. I don't 

18 remember. I just -I remember he told me. 

19 Q All right. What else did he say besides 

20 that he was fired? 

21 A He said it was retaliation or something. 

22 Q He used that word? 



1 A Uh-huh. Yes. 

2 Q Did he explain what he meant by 

3 retaliation? 

4 A No. He was upset. That's what I heard. 

5 Q Did you ask him what he meant by 

6 retaliation? 

7 A Sometimes I ask and he did not answer. 
Q Well, did he ever answer when you asked? 
A What I understood is not in details in 

general. He tried to complain or sue RFA, and 
then Soe Thinn retaliated for doing that by firing 



9 
10 
11 
12 him. 



1 3 Q And this is what Maung Maimg told you'' 

14 A Yes. 

15 Q Did he tell you anything else about what 

1 6 he meant by retaliation? 

17 A I just mentioned it. 

18 Q Okay. And that's all he told you? 

19 A Uh-huh. 

20 Q Did you ask him what he was going to do 

21 about that? 

22 A He's a big boy and he's smart. I didn't 
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1 ask. Sometimes I ask and he didn't answer. 

2 Q So you did ask him, but he wouldn't 

3 answer? 

4 A Maybe. 
Q Okay. Did he tell you what he was going 

todo? ^ ^ 

A No. 

Q Did he tell you what he did do? 

A He said he will complain or go to see a 
doctor - 1 mean a lawyer or something like that. 

Q Do you know if he did see a lawyer? 

A I did not. 

Q When Maung Maung works now for RFA, do 

1 4 you know how many hours a week he works? 

15 A He just write a - articles and broad - 

16 I mean record on the phone. He did not go to RFA. 
^'^ Q All right. When Maung Maung worked at 

Lubaus ~ 

A Daycare? 

Q - daycare, did you have records ~ 

A No. 

Q - of - well, you had to pay people. 



J 
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1 


right? 


1 


A No, never been - like 30, 35, 


2 


A Yes. 


2 


something. I don't know. Sometimes 40. 


3 


Q For working there? 


3 


Q Minimimi wage? 


4 


A Uh-huh. 


4 


A Yeah. Yes. 


5 


Q You had yourself, you had another 


5 


Q I mean, what was that around, five, six 


6 


person, you had Maung Maung? 


6 


dollars? 


7 


A Uh-huh. 


7 


A Five dollars. 


8 


Q Did you have records of how much you 


8 


Q Did Maimg Maimg ever talk to you about 


9 


paid people? 


9 


him quitting RFA or not worWng at RFA? 


10 


A It's been like after seven year - 1 


10 


A No. He loves it. 


11 


think after four, five years, no, I didn't have 


11 


Q Do you know whether he ever went to a 


12 


anything. I throw away a lot of ~ 


12 


place called Bread for the City? 


13 


Q Did you once have records? 


13 


A Did I go? 


14 


Did you have records at the time? 


14 


Q No. Do you know that he ever went to a 


15 


A Yeah, one time, yes. 


15 


place with that name? 


16 


Q All right. And you've thrown them out? 


16 


A No. He went to lawyers, but I don't 


17 


A Uh-huh. 


17 


know where did he go. 


18 


Q Is that your testimony? 


18 


Q All right. Did you ever go with him to 


19 


A Uh-huh. 


19 


any lawyers? 


20 


Q Did you pay people by check or by cash? 


20 


A No. 


21 


A Some of them by check, some of them by 


21 


Q When he went to the lawyers, did he tell 


22 


cash. 


22 


you what the laAvyers told him? 
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1 


Q What bank did you have your checking 


1 


A No. 


2 


account with? 


2 


Q Have you ever seen Maung Maung's resume? 


3 


A Bank of America. 


3 


A No. 


4 


Q Is that still your bank today? 


4 


Q Did Maung Maung ever tell you what he 


5 


A Yes. 


5 


did in Burma? 


6 


Q Did you have a separate checking account 


6 


A He was a physician. 


7 


for Lubaus daycare? 


7 


Q Did he tell you anything else? 


8 


A No. It's kind of small. 


8 


A No. 


9 


Q So it was your own ~ 


9 


Q Do you know where Maung Maung went when 


10 


A Yeah. 


10 


he left Burma? 


11 


Q -Bank of America? 


11 


A When? 


12 


A Yeah, yeah, yeah. 


12 


Q When he left Burma, where did he go? Do 


13 


Q Same account as you have today? 


13 


you know? 


14 


A Yeah. 


14 


A He went to England. 


15 


Q All right. 


15 


Q How long was he in England? 


16 


A Usually I think I pay him cash. 


16 


A I have no idea. 


17 


Q Usually - 


17 


Q Do you know what he did in England? 


18 


A UTi-huh. 


18 


A No. I have no idea. 


19 


Q - it was cash? 


19 


Q Did you ever ask him? 


20 


A Uh-huh. 


20 


A I assume he was trying to take a exam or 


21 


Q And it was for 40 hours a week 


21 


something, or work. I don't know. 


22 


full-time? 


22 


Q Well, aside from your assumptions, did 
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1 you ever ask him what he did in England? 


1 


he ever told you that when he lived in England, 


2 A Yes. 


2 


how much he paid for his living expenses there? 


3 Q What did you tell you? 


3 


A Never discuss. 


4 A He was trying to take a exam or 


4 


Q So you don't know if he lived with 


5 something like that. 


5 


another woman and, you know, it was her house and 


6 Q Did he tell you - 


6 


she paid the expenses? 


7 A To become a doctor. 


7 


A No. I never know. I never discuss. 


8 Q Did he tell you anything else? 


8 


Q It doesn't matter to you? 


9 A Uh-uh. 


9 


A He was working as a physician in Jamaica 


10 Q Did he become a doctor in England? 


10 


or - so ~ I don't know it's where ~ somewhere 


11 A I have no - 


11 


else he was working as a physician, too. So I did 


12 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


12 


not ask dates and everything in detail. 


1 3 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


13 


Q Has Maung Maung spoken to you about Soe 


14 Q You can answer. 


14 


Thinn? 


15 A I did not know. 


15 


A Like I mentioned, that he was unfair. 


16 Q Okay. Do you know ifMaungMaung tried 


16 


Q Anything else, other than what you 


1 7 to become a doctor in the United States? 


17 


afready mentioned? 


18 A He changed his mind. He wants to be a 


18 


A Uh-uh. He's a nice guy. 


19 journalist. 


19 


Q Maung Maung said Soe Thinn was nice guy? 


20 Q I understand what you're saying. 


20 


A No, no, no. Maimg Maung is a nice guy. 


2 1 But I'm asking whether you know that he 


21 


No, not Soe Thinn. Please. 


22 tried to be a doctor in the United States? 


22 


Q When you say "nice guy," I mean, are you 
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1 A Not that I'm aware of. 


1 


saying that Maung Maung would not say anything 


2 Q Do you know where he lived when he lived 


2 


negative - 


3 in England? 


3 


A Usually - 


4 A No. 


4 


Q ~ about Soe Thinn? 


5 Q Do you know who he lived with? 


5 


A - usually - 


6 A No. 


6 


Q Is that what you mean by "nice guy"? 


7 Q Do you know if Maung Maung has had 


7 


A Usually he doesn't say anything negative 


8 relations with women prior to you? 


8 


about people in general. 


9 A Uh-huh. 


9 


Q Well, has he said anything negative 


10 Q That he's had girlfriends in the past? 


10 


about Kyi Kyi Then? 


11 A Uh-huh. 


11 


MR.KOUBA: Objection. 


12 Q Do you know whether he's lived with 


12 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


13 those girlfriends? 


13 


Q To you? 


14 A Probably in England. 


14 


A He said that woman doesn't have 


15 Q Why do you say probably? 


15 


experience. 


16 A Because he didn't tell me these things. 


16 


Q Anything else? 


17 Q Oh, so you - 


17 


A And Enghsh is very poor. 


18 A That's what I assume. 


18 


Q Anything else? 


1 9 Q Because he hasn't told you, you assume 


19 


A Not that I'm aware of 


20 that he had a girlfriend? 


20 


Q Has Maung Maung said anything to you 


21 A UTi-huh. 


21 


about the experience that other broadcasters at 


22 Q All right. Do you know whether - has 


22 


RFA's Burmese service had before they came to the 
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1 Burmese service? 


1 


MR. KOUBA: Objection. 


2 A He- 


2 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


3 MR. GLASSER: Can you restate that? 


3 


Q As far as you know? 


4 MR.ABRAMSON: No. There's one lawyer 


4 


A The annoxmcing, he just started at. 


5 here for the witness. Only one lawyer can speak. 


5 


yeah, RFA. 


6 All right? 


6 


Q But he had none before he started at 


7 MR.KOUBA: That's fine. 


7 


RFA? 


8 MR. ABRAMSON: Is that you, or you? 


8 


MR. KOUBA: Objection. 


9 MR. KOUBA: It's me. 


9 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


10 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


10 


Q Correct? 


11 Q All right. Go ahead. 


11 


A He was writing some articles and stuff 


12 A Repeat your question, please. 


12 


like that. 


1 3 Q Has Maung Maung spoken to you about what 


13 


Q The question is broadcasting experience, 


14 the experience of other broadcasters at RF As 


14 


as far as you know? 


1 5 Burmese service had before they came to RF A? 


15 


A JoumaHsm experience he has some, not 


16 A Well, some of them he did not need to 


16 


broadcasting. 


17 tell - he did not need to tell me, since are - 


17 


Q Okay. And thejoumahsm is writing 


18 are Burmese. And some of them were akeady in 


18 


whatever he wrote - 


19 a - like a broadcaster on television in Burma. 


19 


A Uh-huh. 


20 Some are broadcaster on the Burmese radio. 


20 


Q - in Burma? 


21 Q What Burmese radio are you talking 


21 


A Yes. Articles, whatever. He enjoy it. 


22 about? 


22 


Q What did Maimg Maimg tell you about Tin 
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1 A In Burma, like Nyi Nyi. Nyi Nyi was 


1 


Aung Cho? 


2 already a Burmese annoimcer in Rangoon. AndKhin 


2 


Do you know who that is? 


3 Maung Win was a aimouncer in Burma. So I know 


3 


A Soe Thinn tried to hire ~ 


4 that these people have experiences. 


4 


Q Well, do you know who that is? 


5 Q Do you know about the experience of any 


5 


MR. KOUBA: Objection. 


6 other broadcaster in RFA's Burmese service before 


6 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


7 they came to RFA? 


7 


Tin Aimg Cho, do you know who he is? 


8 A Not that I'm aware of 


8 


A I don't know him. 


9 Q Do you know whether every broadcaster in 


9 


Q Okay. You're familiar with the name? 


1 the Burmese service at RFA, except for Kyi Kyi 


10 


A Uh-huh. 


1 1 Then, had broad - and Mr. Cho, had broadcasting 


11 


Q Okay. How are you familiar with the 


12 experience, radio broadcasting experience, before 


12 


name? 


13 they came to RFA? 


13 


A In our circle in Burma, my brother's or 


14 A I did not remember. 


14 


my friends, they know him as Soe Thinn's friend. 


15 Q All right. So in your mind, some of 


15 


Q Do you know anything else about him? 


1 6 them did not have broadcasting - 


16 


A They were friends, or grew up together, 


17 A Uh-huh. 


17 


something like that. 


18 Q - service experience before they came 


18 


Q What did Maimg Maung tell you about 


19 to RFA? 


19 


Mr. Cho? 


20 And Maung Maimg didn't have any 


20 


MR.KOU'BA: Objection. 


2 1 broadcasting service experience before he started 


21 


BY MR. ABRAMSON: 


22 working at RFA, correct? 


22 


Q If anything. 
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1 A Soe Thinn went extra miles to help 

2 her - help him - them to hire him, by hire him. 

3 Q What do you mean by extra miles? 

4 A He's not even in United States. He is 

5 in Australia or something. And he did not have 

6 any journalism background, nothing, not 

7 broadcasting, not journalism, just barely his 

8 friend. 

9 Q And to your knowledge, that's why Soe 

10 Thinn - 

11 A Uh-huh. 

12 Q - wanted to hire him? 

13 A Uh-huh. 

14 Q Do you know whether Soe Thinn had known 

15 Kyi Kyi Then prior to when she applied for a iob 

16 atRFA? 

17 A I have no idea. 

18 Q Are you famiUar at all with Kyi Kyi 

19 Then's background? 

20 A No. 

21 Q Do you know whether or not she had any 

22 connection with or some kind of mutual experience 
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with Soe Thinn prior to when she got hired at RFA? 

A Not that I'm - 1 don't know, actually. 

Q Has Maung Maung ever told you that he 
felt depressed? 

A Yes. 

Q When he has told you that he has felt 
depressed? 

What has he said to you? 

A He said, you know, he really wanted to 

10 be a ~ you know, he will enjoy ~ he enjoyed and 

11 wanted to be a journalist. But, you know, it's 

12 not fair. I mean, life is not fair. So he is 

1 3 frustrated and depressed. 
Q That's what he said? 
A That's what I understand, yes. 
Q Did he say anything else about it? 
A No. 
Q Where has he looked for a job as a 

1 9 journalist, to your knowledge, since 1 999*^ 

20 A RFAandVOA. 

21 Q Any place else? 

22 A No. 



1 Q Have you encouraged him to look other 

2 places, if he wants to be a journalist so badly? 

3 A No. He love - he love Burmese service. 

4 That's all we have here. 

5 Q Aside from encouraging him to go to 

6 medical school so he can be a doctor, have you 

7 encouraged him to work in any other field? ' 

8 A No. It's medical field I'm only 

9 telling. 

10 Q Are you at all familiar with any medical 

1 1 problems that Maung Maung has? 

12 ' -■ - 
13 
14 
15 
16 



A Right now or - 

Q Pardon? 

A When? 

Q Now. 

A Yes. The same thing, sleeping problems, 

17 depressive. 

18 Q Anything else? 

19 A Uh-uh. 

20 Q How about over the last five years? 

21 A He was okay. He'sjust fine, in general 

22 is fine. 



1 



Q No medical problems over the last five 



2 years, other than what you've just said is 



A No. 

4 Q - for right now? 

5 A No. 

6 Q And he hasn't complained to you about 

7 any medical problems, right? 

8 A No. 

9 Q Only not being able to sleep? 

10 A Only- 

11 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 

12 BYMR. ABRAMSON: 

13 Q And feeling a little depressed? 

14 MR.KOUBA: Objection. 
THE WITNESS: Yes. 



1 6 BY MR. ABRAMSON: 

1 7 Q Anything other than those two things? 

18 A No. 

19 MR. ABRAMSON: I need to take a bathroom 

20 break. 

21 (Recess) 

22 MR. ABRAMSON: I'm done. 
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MR. KOUBA: I don't think we have any 
questions. 

MR.ABRAMSON: Okay. Thank you, very 
much. 



(Whereupon at 12:45 p.m., the 
deposition of YAMIN NYEIN was 
adjourned.) 
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